
MATERNAL HEALTH



HEART OF THE ISSUE

THE CURRENT STATE OF MATERNAL HEALTH

Giving birth in Haiti is extremely dangerous. Unlike the United 
States, pregnancy and childbirth in Haiti most often bring pregnant 
mothers feelings of fear and hopelessness. For nine months, the risk 
of disability and even death looms over them. Women deliver their 
babies on dirt floors and cut newborns’ umbilical cords with rocks. 
What’s even more shocking is that the average woman in Thomazeau 
has 6-7 children and often has an equal number of miscarriages in her 
lifetime. 

As the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, women in Haiti 
do not have access to comprehensive prenatal and postnatal care, 
adequate nutrition, family planning and maternal health education. 
This results in alarming maternal and infant mortality rates. The infant 
mortality rate is among the highest in the world, with 7% of deaths at 
birth.

Nearly all of these deaths are preventable. The women in Thomazeau, 
Haiti are desperate for intervention and hope to save their own lives 
and the lives of their children.  



A VISION TO GIVE LIFE

THE VALUE OF MOTHER & CHILD LIVES 

Every life matters. There are thousands of pregnant women in the 
Thomazeau region, and they are some of the most oppressed people 
in the world. We believe that together, we can bring life to this 
community and transform it for the Kingdom of God. 
 
With access to health care, family planning, maternal and infant 
education, and a community OB/GYN hospital, we can begin 
to change the future for generations of mothers and children in 
Thomazeau.  
 
Mothers can learn that they are a valuable part of society, and in 
return, instill the same sense of self-worth in their children. We can 
save the lives of countless women and babies. Simple solutions can 
empower women to celebrate pregnancies and new life.





A HEALTHY START

THE LIVEBEYOND APPROACH

In 2012, LiveBeyond established a Maternal Health program in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Texas A&M University. 
Thousands of women have gone through our program, and we have 
seen the positive, life-saving impact in the lives of women and babies 
in Thomazeau. 

Since the program launched, the perinatal mortality rate has 
substantially decreased by 66% throughout the region.

Our program provides mothers with:
 • Initial screenings and weekly pregnancy monitoring
 • Weekly provisions of prenatal vitamins
 • Daily meal and weekly food supply
 • Maternal health education
 • Laboratory evaluation
 • Medical treatment
 • Obstetric delivery kit
 • In-home check-up after delivery
 • Newborn medical care for one year
 • Vocational training to raise egg-laying chickens for their own
    nourishment, for feeding their families, and for selling at the
    market to earn a living of their own.



A LIFE LOST TO VOODOO 

A large part of the population in 
Thomazeau practices Voodoo. 
Voodoo plays a significant role in 
shaping their beliefs about sickness 
and health and has disastrous 
consequences for its followers. 
 
A mother in a village close by, Gina, 
delivered extremely premature 
twins, both weighing two pounds. 
The twins were barely hanging onto 
life and were not strong enough to 
breastfeed. Gina was not enrolled 
in our Maternal Health program, but 
after learning about the twins, we 
began to care for them and provide 
the girls with formula to quickly 
boost their health.  
 
In the meantime, the grandmother 
fed one baby a poisonous Voodoo 
healing potion to “speed up” 
her recovery. It killed the child 
immediately.

By the grace of God, one of the 
twins, Luvca, is a growing, healthy 
girl. Our Maternal Health staff has 
helped improve her health as well 
as educated Gina on daily steps she 
can take to raise Luvca and other 
strong children in the future.
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HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

WHAT’S NEXT FOR MATERNAL HEALTH

Through our Maternal Health model, we are striving to change the 
vitality of mothers and children for generations. Our overall goals for 
the Maternal Health program are to:
 • Decrease the infant mortality rate
 • Improve the health of pregnant women
 • Deliver healthier babies and support their development through the
    first year of life
 • Empower women to take care of their families through vocational
    training and health education
 • Positively impact the women of Thomazeau to contribute to the  
    development of the economy and workforce
• Build an OB/GYN hospital to provide holistic maternal care
 
Studies show that 42% of births in developing countries occur without 
medical assistance. In Thomazeau, 98% of mothers deliver their babies 
at home. An OB/GYN hospital will provide women in this region with a 
safe place to deliver babies surrounded by a medical staff with 
life-saving skills.  
 
From the beginning of the pregnancy to delivery, women will have 
access to holistic care and family planning tools, so they can have the 
healthiest babies and families possible. Additionally, a facility will allow 
us to expand our Maternal Health program and care for more women.

To accomplish these goals and transform maternal health in 
Thomazeau, we need more resources and people to support our work. 
By offering this type of comprehensive care, we can further reduce the 
infant and mother mortality rate, develop healthier, more robust babies 
who will live and thrive, and empower women to improve their lives 
and that of their children.

Partner with us to touch and save more lives!



The Lord uses people like you to help 
us in various ways in our ministry. 
Whether you want to join us for a 
mission week in Haiti or support our 
Maternal Health program, we want 
you to get involved and #LiveBeyond.

 • Give toward our OB/GYN hospital 
 • Donate delivery kits
 • Create “welcome baby” gifts
 • Pray for a transformation of
     mother and child health in
     Thomazeau
 • Serve on a mission trip this year

For more information on ways to get 
involved, visit livebeyond.org.

WAYS  
TO GET 
INVOLVED

WWW.LIVEBEYOND.ORG
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