
JOHNNY’S KIDS

JOHNNY’S HOUSE

T h e  H e a r t  B e h i n d  J o h n n y ’ s  H o u s e

Individuals with disabilities in Thomazeau, Haiti, are 
very near and dear to the heart of legendary Coach 
Gene Stallings and his daughter, Laurie Stallings 
Vanderpool, co-founder of LiveBeyond. Her brother, 
John Mark, also known as “Johnny”, was born with 
Down syndrome and a congenital heart defect. 
Despite having a disability, Johnny was described as 
“a champion in heart, in spirit and in character.” He 
always had a smile on his face and touched the lives of 
everyone that he came into contact with during his 46 
years of life.  

Johnny’s legacy continues to live on every day in 
Haiti. A group of children with various types of special 
needs in Thomazeau are lovingly known as “Johnny’s 
Kids”. Although many of these kids have been labeled 
as outcasts in society, we believe and know that each 
of these kids can truly make a difference in the world 
just like Johnny did.
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The King will reply, 
‘Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for 
one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’

“

“
In Haiti, adults and children with are often called cocobai 
– Haitian Creole for “worthless”. Whether it’s a physical 
or mental disability, individuals with special needs are 
neglected by their families, bullied by the community, 
excluded from social activities, and left alone with no one to 
care for them. 
  
Our Johnny’s Kids program exists to love and care for 
the “forgotten ones”. We seek out children with special 
needs and provide for their essential needs, including 
medical care, nutrition, physical and occupational therapy, 
education, and one-on-one time to show Jesus Christ’s 
abounding love for each individual.

EMPOWERING HIS CHILDREN

TRANSFORM A LIFE

Partner with LiveBeyond to fund the 
construction of “Johnny’s House”. This 
facility will serve as a learning and therapy 
center for Johnny’s Kids. Children with 
special needs will visit Johnny’s House 
Monday through Friday to receive therapy, 
tutoring, Bible lessons, and nutritious meals 
from our staff and mission teams. 

Long-term living quarters will be offered 
to select individuals in need of full-time 
care from specialized staff. Through this 
program, we hope these kids are better 
cared for and loved by their family and 
community.


