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• Following the devastating 2010 earthquake in Haiti, the need for 

health care and support increased as medical schools and 

hospitals were destroyed or severely damaged. Outreach 

educational programs are crucial to decreasing the uneven 

geographical distribution of healthcare workers or skilled 

laypersons in this impoverished country. 

• A pilot program was implemented in 2015 to provide necessary 

emergency training in the basics of adult and infant 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). 

• The purpose of this study is to describe our experience 

establishing an innovative educational opportunity for basic skills 

training in Haiti. 

• A team of 4 U.S. providers developed a basic emergency 

provider program including a written guidebook with a 

French translation and utilized standard CPR 

mannequins for training. 

• This program was supported by the Haitian government 

and taught in 2 hour sessions. Training included adult 

and infant CPR and suffocation/choking treatment 

(Heimlich maneuver). 

• Competency was assessed via direct observation and 

oral testing. 

Over 4 days, 125 people were trained by the 

international team. 

• 80 were expected, 45 were added due to popular 

demand.

At the completion of training, the participants were 

able to demonstrate skills competency and pass an oral 

quiz. Satisfaction ratings and performance confidence 

were high. 

• The need for healthcare capacity building in Haiti is well 

recognized both locally and internationally.

• This pilot skills training program received positive 

evaluations from trainers and participants. Teaching basic 

healthcare skills and competencies to native Haitians will 

augment the availability of basic services and improve 

access to quality healthcare services to this most 

vulnerable of populations. 

• Development of additional healthcare educational 

initiatives and curricula are underway as well as expansion 

of this program. 
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Top photos: CPR Course Manual cover, instructions for unresponsive patients (both with French 

translation).  Bottom photos, left to right: Jade teaches infant rescusitation. Medical students teach 

Haitian nurses basic life support (BLS). Medical students teach basic cardiac life support (BCLS) at Ayiti Air 

Ambulans. Medical students with Haitian palace guard after BCLS class. Medical students celebrate course 

completion with the Palace Guard. 
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